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At a March 24 press conference in Managua, Nicaraguan Vice President Sergio Ramirez said the
new US-Honduran military maneuvers planned for April and May only demonstrate that despite
growing opposition in the US to the Reagan administration's Central America policy, Washington
plans to "stay the course" in its preference for military force vis-a-vis diplomacy. Consequently,
he added, we cannot afford to neglect our own plans for national defense. Regarding the contra
"spring offensive," Ramirez said that to date the offensive has been limited to burning rural villages,
attacking cooperatives, and killing and mutilating civilians. He claimed the contras have no hope of
taking over military or civilian targets of any significance since the Sandinista army is engaged in
a "permanent offensive," and has the initiative on the battlefield. According to the vice president,
the contra war effort is little more than terrorism. Next, Ramirez declared that as long as the US
administration continues financing the contras, terrorist actions will continue. In turn, he said, until
the day when Washington terminates its support of the contras, the Sandinista government will also
continue strengthening its defense operations whenever and wherever necessary. (Basic data from
PRENSA LATINA, 03/24/87)
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